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June 3, 2020 meeting- CANCELLED 
 
As the ban on large social gatherings has not yet been lifted, our June guild meeting has been 
cancelled.   
 
We will have to wait and see the status of large gatherings, as well as when the Senior Center will be 
open, before we can determine whether or not we will have meetings in July and August. 
 
There will be no July or August newsletters; any communications about future meetings or other guild-
related issues will be sent by email (or by phone or regular mail for those of you without email). 
 
 

Stay-at-Home Special Report on Member Projects 

 
Member Photos  

(You can find more on our website’s Photo Album page.) 
 
From Molly Conlin: “The quilt squares were made by the 40 
Step Quilters in Nahant to benefit the Nahant American 
Legion auxiliary. I quilted it and added the binding and 
decided to name it ‘Sue and Sam, 2020, Social Distancing.’ 
 
The quilt was supposed to be raffled off in September but 
with the social isolation, our plans need to be readjusted. 
Anyone will be able to buy a ticket and I’ll be selling some. 
When and how is the question.” 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

http://www.hqgsaugus.org/
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Margarita Blyumkina’s latest colorful, reversible quilt: “As usual, I thank everyone for your scraps.” 
 

                    
 

            
 
Above are four projects that Elaine Cobucci has completed.  “I really miss our meetings and hope to 
see you all soon!” says Elaine. 
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While waiting for her newest grandson (see below in Member News), Ann Ambrose was sewing up a 
storm.  Pillows for the playroom, toys, and quilts were among the things that Ann made, including the 
Pocket Prayer quilt.  Ann explained, “I made this 2 ½ inch pocket prayer quilt for Paul (her son-in-law) to 
put in his pocket during Kate’s C-section surgery.  Inside the quilt is a small cross. It has a beautiful 
sentiment card pinned to it. I bought the card, cross and pin from Shabby Fabrics.  Wow, it’s hard to 
make a tiny quilt!!” 
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Treasurer’s Report: Carmen Arnone 

 
As of the last bank statement dated April 30, 2020 the total balance is $14, 426.50.  
 
Sally Nimblett contacted me regarding checks for membership she will forward to me. I will do my best 
to deposit monies into HQG account as promptly and safely as I can.  I just got an email from Eastern 
Bank which I will pursue which may allow me to make deposits from home.  
 

Membership: Sally Nimblett 
 

If you have a change of contact information (address, phone, email), please see me and get a change-
of-information slip.  We want to keep our membership list up to date to make sure you are informed! 
 

Revised Due Date for your annual dues, which are $30 for regular dues, $25 for age 70 and over:  

Dues for the 2020-2021 guild year are due by August 31st.  You may pay them anytime now by 

mailing them to me, Sally Nimblett, at 22 Pleasant Park Rd, Winthrop, MA 02152.  If you have 

special circumstances which prevent you from paying in a timely manner, please contact me 

and we’ll work something out.   

 

Refreshment Committee: Barbara Martinson & Kathy Connors 

 
From Barbara:  Because our spring meetings were cancelled, the folks who signed up to bring 
refreshments in April and May did not get the opportunity to do so.  Because it is uncertain when we will 
be meeting again, instead of rolling over those names to the next meeting or two, we will just start fresh 
with new signups once we are able to meet.  Once we know that we have another meeting scheduled, 
I’ll put out a call for volunteers to bring snacks to that meeting.  After that, we’ll be able to start signups 
as usual.   
 

Sewing and Donating Non-medical Facemasks  

 
A shoutout to the following members who made fabric masks for the Saugus Senior Center: Lynda 
Garniss, Joyce Rodenhiser, Louise Nazzaro, Sally Clapp, Margie Berkowitch, and Holly Petersen, who 
donated all the elastic.  Thank you!  (and to anyone else who I may have missed)  Seniors have been 
calling and asking for masks, so if anyone wishes to make masks for distribution at the center, Margie 
Berkowitch is the point person for mask collection.  Call Margie at 781-233-1906 to let her know that 
you have masks and to arrange to drop them off with her. 
 

Program Committee:  Gail Dwyer and Dottie Macomber  

 
Summer meetings are planned for Wednesday, July 1st and Wednesday, August 5th from 6:30-
8:30 p.m.  This will, of course, depend on the status of the stay-at-home advisory AND whether or not 
the Saugus Senior Center is even open then.  Stay tuned… 
 

Charity Donations Committee: Gretchen Berkowitch, Sally Nimblett & Louise Nazzaro 

 
From Gretchen: I am not sure if or when charities will be accepting homemade items again.  Because of 
this, I do not think we need to make pillowcases or quilts until we know.  If anyone does have items they 
have already made for charity, please hold onto them for now as I have no storage space.  Thank you.  
 

 Creative Quiltworks Committee: Kristin Callahan & Ellen Moore 

 
Project for whenever we meet again: English Paper Piece a Medallion.  See April newsletter for 
instructions. 
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2020 Quilt Show Postponed: Dottie Macomber & Holly Petersen, co-chairs 

 
Our quilt show has been postponed due to the uncertainty around the coronavirus.  Even if restrictions 
are lifted later this spring or this summer, we would not have enough time to do the advance 
preparation necessary to put on a quality show.  We hope that life will return to normal in time for us to 
have our show in October 2021. 
 
In the meantime, this gives you plenty of time to work on entries for the show, including a challenge 
item.  I am including the parameters for the “Walk Around the Block” challenge below: 
 
There were some questions at the February guild meeting about the Challenge category for the 
quilt show.  This is a separate entry category for those who would like a challenge; the challenge is to 
make a small quilt, no larger than 20”x20” (or 80” perimeter, for those who were at the February 
meeting and saw Martha’s geometry lesson!).  This quilt should be your interpretation of the challenge 
theme, which is “Walk Around the Block”.  What do you think of when you read that phrase?  Do you 
think of a quilt block or a city block- or kids’ building blocks??  Do you think of what you see when 
walking around your block or neighborhood?  Whatever that phrase means to you, make a small quilt 
(no larger than 20”x20”) illustrating that.  This entry is entirely optional, but it’s always fun to see how 
different people interpret the same theme.  Also, keep in mind that this challenge entry counts as one of 
your 3 entries. 
 
********************************************************************************************************************** 
You also have plenty of time to craft homemade items to sell in our show’s boutique, so get sewing, 
knitting, crocheting, quilting, jewelry-making, or whatever other craft you do.  Remember, the guild gets 
20% of your boutique items’ selling prices, so this is not only a great way to make money yourself but it 
is also a fundraiser for the guild! 
 

Secretary Report: Dottie Macomber 

 
Printed reports containing the full minutes of all previous meetings for the current guild year, both 
general membership and executive board, are available for your perusal at monthly guild meetings.  
 
********************************************************************************************************************** 
As the Secretary, I am in charge of the Sunshine and Shadow “committee”.  If you know of any 
member who has suffered a serious illness or accident, has had a death in the family, or needs 
cheering up for any other reason, please let me know so I can send them a card on behalf of the guild: 
781-932-3602 or mcandmac@comcast.net  
 
In April, Maureen Clark lost her aunt and Holly Petersen lost her mother, both to the coronavirus.  We 
all want to express our deepest sympathy to Maureen, Holly, and their families.   
 
In May, Pat Sargent’s husband passed away after a serious illness.  Our condolences go out to Pat and 
her family. 
 

Member News & Miscellaneous: Dottie Macomber 

 
John Balliro got a shout-out from Anna on “Quilt Roadies” on YouTube; in her latest video, called “A 
Show ‘n’ Tell in the Beehive”, she shows one of John’s paper-pieced greeting cards that Jean sent to 
her!   
 

The link is https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XKEi8EdtmV0&t=1041s 

 
(You have to watch a bit before you get to the mention of Jean and John.) 
 

mailto:mcandmac@comcast.net
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XKEi8EdtmV0&t=1041s
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********************************************************************************************************************** 
 

Ann Ambrose is a grandmother- again!  Here is her newest 
grandson, Jack. 

********************************************************************************************************************** 
If you have made or are making the mystery quilt that Kristin Callahan was coordinating for our 
cancelled getaway, please be sure to include information on your label about the designer, who is 
Kristin Roylance of CuteQuiltPatterns.com.  She has given us permission to use her pattern, called 
“Swirlygig” and would appreciate credit for it, especially if you are going to display it in our show or 
another show. 
 
********************************************************************************************************************** 
As always, if anyone submits quilts to shows or fairs, or if you have any other quilty accomplishments to 
report, please send the information (with photos if possible) to me, Dottie Macomber, at 
mcandmac@comcast.net or 9 Fletcher Rd, Woburn, MA 01801.   
 
You may continue to send me photos of your projects; I’ll be happy to put them on the Photo Album 
page of the website. 
 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

        Dottie Macomber, Secretary 

mailto:mcandmac@comcast.net

